
 

From the Executive Director  
 

Dear friends of SWYC, 
 
2ÅÃÅÎÔÌÙ ÍÙ ÓÔÁÆÆ ÁÎÄ ) ȰÒÅÔÒÅÁÔÅÄȱ Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÔÈÅ ÏÆÆÉÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÂÅÔÔÅÒ ÐÁÒÔ ÏÆ Á ÄÁÙ ÔÏ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐ Á ÓÔÒÁÔÅÇÉÃ ÐÌÁÎ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÏÍing 
ÙÅÁÒȢ )Ô ×ÁÓ Á ÖÅÒÙ ÅÎÌÉÇÈÔÅÎÉÎÇ ÁÎÄ ÐÒÏÄÕÃÔÉÖÅ ÓÅÓÓÉÏÎȟ ÁÎÄ )ȭÍ ÑÕÉÔÅ ÐÌÅÁÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× ÄÉÒÅÃÔÉÏÎ ÏÕÒ ÄÉÓÃÕÓÓÉÏÎ ÈÅÌÐÅÄ 
shape. 
 
)Î ÐÁÓÔ ÅÄÉÔÉÏÎÓ ÏÆ ÔÈÉÓ ÎÅ×ÓÌÅÔÔÅÒ )ȭÖÅ ÌÉÓÔÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÇÒÅÁÔ ÐÒÉÄÅ ÔÈÅ ÍÁÎÙ ÁÃÔÉÖÉÔÉÅÓ ×Å ÓÐÏÎÓÏÒ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÉÎÇ The Hub, our after-school 
drop-in center, our Hub-sponsored Summer Program, the Youth Leadership Council (YLC), and our funding of Learning 
Partners, a tutor-ÍÅÎÔÏÒ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÔ ,ÁÎÇÌÅÙ -ÉÄÄÌÅ 3ÃÈÏÏÌȟ ÓÏ ) ×ÏÎȭÔ ÇÏ ÉÎÔÏ ÔÈÏÓÅ ÆÏÒ ÎÏ× ɉ&ÏÒ ÁÎ ÕÐÄÁÔÅȟ ÐÌÅÁÓÅ ÓÅÅ ÔÈÅ (ÕÂ 
ÁÎÄ 9,# ÂÏØÅÓ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÐÁÇÅȢɊȢ 2ÁÔÈÅÒȟ )ȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÔÏ ÓÈÁÒÅ ×ÉÔÈ ÙÏÕ ÅØÃÅÒÐÔÓ ÆÒÏÍ ÏÕÒ ÌÉÓÔ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ȰÉÎÔÁÎÇÉÂÌÅȱ ÂÅÎÅÆÉÔÓ ×Å 
provide youth and the South Whidbey community: 
 

The Hub promotes mentoring relationships; 
The Hub provides safety, security and 
unconditional positive regard; kids know they 
are welcome and cared about; 
Having been founded 20 years ago, The Hub has 
established continuity and stability of place and 
time; the current Hub manager has been on staff 
for nearly 11 years; The Hub draws and keeps 
youth because it has established credibility with 
teens and our local community; 
The Hub Kitchen Assistant position is filled by a 
teenager, providing a job opportunity and peer 
role model; 
4ÈÅ (ÕÂȭÓ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ-ÌÉËÅ ÅÎÖÉÒÏÎÍÅÎÔ ÉÓ Á ȰÈÏÍÅ 
Á×ÁÙ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÏÍÅȱȠ 
Staff members serve as community mandated 
reporters, and act as resource and information 
providers; 
The Hub and YLC encourage positive behavior 
and accountability; kids know what is expected 
of them; there is a tacit understanding regarding 
standards of behavior and decorum; 
SWYC promotes tolerance & diversity, e.g., the 
Gay-Straight Alliance meets at The Hub; 
We offer learning opportunities for teen and adult volunteers; 
Our activities foster friendships across different age groups; 
Youth become more self-confident, overcome shyness and learn social skills; 
Fund raising events provide services and opportunities for leadership, organization, teamwork and give teens 
a chance to give back to SWYC and their community; 
YLC provides opportunities for youth to learn and exercise leadership skills and have an impact on services 
provided to youth; 
Community groups see SWYC as a resource and communication link; other organizations (e.g., Big Brothers & 
Sisters) refer youth to The Hub; 
Our website (www.swyouth.com) has content useful to teens, including annotated links to resources for teen 
employment preparation; 
Board members are given opportunities to direct community services; 
SWYC has a positive impact on the local economy. 

 
!Ó ÙÏÕ ÃÁÎ ÓÅÅȟ ÉÔȭÓ ÎÏÔ ÊÕÓÔ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÔÈÅ ȰÔÈÉÎÇÓȱ ×Å ÏÆÆÅÒȢ 379# ÉÓ Á ÆÏÒÃÅ ÆÏÒ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÍÅÎÔ ÁÎÄ ÁÃÔÉÏÎ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ 
community.  
 
We sincerely appreciate your continuing support! In the next issue of Connectionsȟ ×ÅȭÌÌ ÌÁÙ ÏÕÔ ÆÏÒ ÙÏÕ ÏÕÒ ÅØÃÉÔÉÎÇ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÆÏÒ 
expanded programs in the coming year.  
 
Duane Gimbel 

 

Our Mission 9 ƏRntsg Vghcadx Xntsg Bnmmdbshnm enrsdqr gd`ksgx xntsg cdudknoldms ax needqhmf 

cqtf `mc uhnkdmbd eqdd noonqstmhshdr enq `qd` sddmr hm ` r`ed `mc mtqstqhmf dmuhqnmldms-Ɛ 

http://www.swyouth.com

