
From the Executive Director  
 

Dear Friends of SWYC, 

 

Weôve been trying to stay up-beat about our financial situation. However, while Wall Street and banks are 

seeing an improvement in the economy, things continue to look rough for non-profits like South Whidbey 

Youth Connection.   

 

Last year Congress eliminated the Safe and Drug Free Communities Act which provided us with $55,500/

year through Washington Stateôs Community Mobilization Against Substance Abuse and Violence 

Program. The funds for that contract dry up the end of this June which means no more summer programs in 

the Hub and the end of funding for the quarterly Community Networking and Education Forums and 

CADAôs anti-bullying work in the schools. In 2000, SWYC was awarded $1 million over ten years 

($100,000/year) for Drug-Free Communities activities. That contract ends in September of this year, and 

with it the Youth Leadership Council, funding for Langley Middle Schoolôs Learning Partners program and 

funding for operations and salaries. 

 

Losing $155,500 out of a $207,000 budget is indeed daunting but we want you to know we have not given 

up hope. This year and last we reduced our budget and spending by over $30,000 by cutting staff time by 

one day per month. We kicked off the Teen Employment Experience Network (T.E.E.N.) in March as a 

way to help youth prepare for and find jobs, and to raise some extra funds to support the organization (see 

Dianaôs and Erickôs article on page 2). With the stock marketôs recovery, some foundations are again 

accepting grant proposals and weôre rigorously pursuing several that have invited us to apply. And weôre 

encouraging United Way to increase its support of the Hub. 

 

And thereôs YOU!  Ten percent of our funds comes from the generous donations of community members 

like YOU!  Your donations help us feed 30 teens every day after school and provide them with drug- and 

violence-free activities in a safe and nurturing place. Another ten percent of our funds come from our fund-

raising events. Thanks to everyone who supported our Great Art Adoption earlier this month!  And donôt 

miss our Tenth Annual Benefit Art Show and Sale during Choochokum! We could not have survived these 

twenty years without your support and for that we are thankful. Weôre asking you to dig a little deeper into 

your pockets this year and support our youth in any way you can. 

 

In closing, Iôd like to address the persistent rumors about the Hub being a place for teens to obtain and use 

tobacco, alcohol and other drugs. We have a zero tolerance policy regarding the usage of illegal substances, 

including tobacco which is illegal for those under age 18 along with alcohol. There are three alert adults 

interacting with youth while the Hub is open ï two have lived through the 60s and have ñbeen thereò and 

know what theyôre looking for. If a youth comes in high, his/her parents are called. If illegal substances are 

found, first the police are called and then the parents. The Hub is a fun and safe place for teens to hang out 

after school but weôre strict about our policy. Just ask the three teens whose parents had to come pick them 

up this year! 

 

Duane Gimbel 
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Whidbey artists and art lovers note: one of our biggest annual fund-

raising events is just over the horizon! This yearõs art show and sale 

will be held July 9th, 10th & 11th (during Choochokum weekend) at 

the Langley United Methodist Churchõs Fellowship Hall.  

Art for sale will be in every price 

range and category, including paint-

ing, sculpture, glassware, calligraphy, 

ceramics, photography, mixed media, 

table flameware, wearable art, mono-

types, encaustic ñyou name it!  

 

If youõre an artist interested in showing, please contact Gary @ 

360.221.4142 or gary@swyouth.com.  

  


