
From the Executive Director  
 

Dear friends of SWYC, 
 
) ÃÌÏÓÅÄ ÍÙ ÌÁÓÔ ÌÅÔÔÅÒ ÉÎ ÔÈÉÓ ÓÐÁÃÅ ×ÉÔÈ Á ÐÒÏÍÉÓÅ ÔÏ ÕÎÖÅÉÌ ÔÈÅ ÎÅ× 9ÏÕÔÈ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ×ÅȭÒÅ 
×ÏÒËÉÎÇ ÈÁÒÄ ÔÏ ÌÁÕÎÃÈ ÔÈÉÓ 3ÐÒÉÎÇȢ   3Ï ÈÅÒÅ ÇÏÅÓ  ȣ 
 

2ÅÃÏÇÎÉÚÉÎÇ ÔÈÁÔ ÁÎ ÅÓÓÅÎÔÉÁÌ ÎÅÅÄ ÉÎ ÏÕÒ ÃÏÍÍÕÎÉÔÙ ÉÓ ÎÏÔ ÂÅÉÎÇ ÍÅÔȟ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÃÒÅÁÔÉÎÇ ×ÈÁÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÃÁÌÌÉÎÇ 
the Teen Employment Experience Network (T.E.E.N.). The primary mission of this program is to help 
3ÏÕÔÈ 7ÈÉÄÂÅÙ ÙÏÕÔÈ ΣΦ ÔÏ ΣΪ ÙÅÁÒÓ ÏÆ ÁÇÅ ÐÒÅÐÁÒÅ ÆÏÒ ÁÎÄ ÆÉÎÄ ÅÍÐÌÏÙÍÅÎÔȢ "ÕÔȟ ÁÓ ÙÏÕȭÌÌ ÓÅÅȟ ÔÈÅÒÅȭÓ 
more to it than that. 
 

Translated into goals, T.E.E.N. will:  
 

1.   Provide teen employment services in collaboration with South Whidbey schools and the South 
Whidbey community, including: 

 

 a.   employment readiness and social / life skills mentoring and education; 

 b.   job / career explorations through internships, apprenticeships and job shadowing; 

 c.   job placement; and 

 d.   opportunities for teens to impact their community. 
 

2.  Create a source of income to make the program self-sustaining through, grants, service charges 
and other means. 

 

We believe T.E.E.N. will yield many positive outcomes to our community, including: 
 

Teens and parents will appreciate the lifelong value and benefits of early work experience. 

The South Whidbey community will have a trusted youth resource to engage in 
apprenticeship and intern programs, job shadowing and employment. 

Adult community members will have an opportunity to discover the value and benefits of 
working with youth and impacting their lives. 

Teens will have an opportunity to share their creativity, talents and skills and enhance their 
capabilities. 

Teens will discover the value of advancing their education to meet personal goals. 
 

7Å ÉÎÔÅÎÄ ÔÈÉÓ ÔÏ ÂÅ ÍÕÃÈ ÍÏÒÅ ÔÈÁÎ ÓÉÍÐÌÙ Á ÊÏÂ ÐÌÁÃÅÍÅÎÔ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȢ 7ÅȭÌÌ ÂÅ ÃÏÎÄÕÃÔÉÎÇ ÃÌÁÓÓÅÓ ×ÉÔÈ 
many skill and knowledge components, such as refusal skills, sex / drug awareness, learning mutual and 
self-respect, building self-esteem, anger management, independent living skills, decision-making, goal 
setting, self & risk management, the importance of community service, personal finance, resume and 
cover letter writing, job interviewingɂand much more! 
 

9ÅÓȟ ÔÈÉÓ ÉÓ ÁÍÂÉÔÉÏÕÓȟ ÂÕÔ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÐÁÓÓÉÏÎÁÔÅ ÁÂÏÕÔ ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÙÏÕÎÇ ÐÅÏÐÌÅ ÌÉÖÅ ÐÒÏÓÐÅÒÏÕÓȟ ÈÅÁÌÔÈÙ ÌÉÖÅÓ 
ÁÎÄ ×ÅȭÒÅ ÄÅÔÅÒÍÉÎÅÄ ÔÏ ÍÁËÅ T.E.E.N. a success! (For a behind-the-ÓÃÅÎÅÓ ÌÏÏË ÁÔ ×ÈÁÔȭÓ ÉÎÖÏÌÖÅÄ ÉÎ 
ÄÅÖÅÌÏÐÉÎÇ ÔÈÉÓ ÐÒÏÇÒÁÍȟ ÓÅÅ $ÉÁÎÁ 3ÈÉÒÌÅÙȭÓ 9ÏÕÔÈ ,ÅÁÄÅÒÓÈÉÐ 0ÒÏÇÒÁÍ ÁÒÔÉÃÌÅ ÏÎ ÔÈÅ ÎÅØÔ ÐÁÇÅȢɊ 
 

Duane Gimbel 

Our Mission 9 ƏRntsg Vghcadx Xntsg Bnmmdbshnm enrsdqr gd`ksgx xntsg cdudknoldms ax needqhmf 

cqtf `mc uhnkdmbd eqdd noonqstmhshdr enq `qd` sddmr hm ` r`ed `mc mtqstqhmf dmuhqnmldms-Ɛ 

 
 

 

Fundraising has been especially challenging this year, thanks to 
the continuing recession, so we were very pleased with the great 
turnout we had for our annual salmon dinner a few weeks ago. 
We heartily thank those who attended. Because of your support, 
we can continue to fulfill our mission!  
 

There are a number of community members, organizations and   
businesses weôd especially like to single out for thanks: 
 

Bruce Allen , our Board VP, who led this event and put in count-
less hours to ensure its success, including preparing and baking 
the salmon; the Langley United Methodist Church and its 
members who provided the space, kitchen facilities, desserts and 
many helping hands (and among them, especially Mary Vergin, 
Jim Balkowitsch, Clancy  Dunigan, Eve Carty and Fran 
Johnson ); Dave and Karen Anderson who donated their 
famously delicious wild salmon netted in local waters; Neilôs 
Clover Patch Café for providing hundreds of fresh spuds; the 
Braeburn Restaurant for gifting us with the best coleslaw on 
the Island; and, the Hub teens who helped wait on   tables and 
clean up (Leo Black , Lukas Corradini , Michael Corradini , 
Cameron Hall , Chad Newbauer and Birdie Sam ; and Erin 
Wright for supervising them).  
 

On behalf of the wonderful young people of South Whidbey, 
thank you all for a great community effort!  


