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Connec t ing  You th  and  Adu l ts  fo r  a  Hea l th ie r  Commun i ty 

From the Executive Director  
 

Dear friends of SWYC,  
  

A few issues back in this space I wrote about this being the best and worst of times!  Every day we hear economists and 

politicians repeat the mantra, òThis is the worst economic downturn since the Great Depression.ó For organizations like South 

Whidbey Youth Connection, this is one of those double -bind times when the demand for services increases dramatically while 

funding becomes harder to secure. In a word, Ouch!  

  

This has certainly been our experience at the South Whidbey Youth Connection, when participation in our programs has increase d 

substantially, especially in The Hub where daily attendance has tripled, while at the same time weõre seeing decreases in individual 

donations and funding from other sources. While weõre eternally grateful to our regular contributors, weõre sorry to report that  

for the last quarter of 2008 donations were down 75% compared to the same period in 2007. This, at a time when weõre expecting 

further cuts in State and United Way funding.  

  

Taking a proactive approach, we are cutting our already low overhead by judiciously reducing staff hours and carefully evalua tin g 

every line -item in our budget for possible cuts. Our 2008 figures are not yet complete but in 2007 our management and 

fundraising expenses were nine percent of our budget, meaning 91 percent went to direct services to our youth .  

  

My staff and I are passionately dedicated to supporting our teens with healthy, drug -, alcohol- and violence-free activities. Th e 

prospect of having to cut services is very painful, as we see scores of hungry teens come to The Hub every school day for a m eal 

and safe harbor from all the temptations they face in our community today.  

  

So, if you can òspare a dime,ó as the saying goes, weñand especially the teens of South Whidbey ñwould be immensely 

appreciative!  

 

On the positive side, 60+ teens a day are coming to the Hub. You may have noticed their efforts to stop illegal activities in  th e 

parking lot and bus stop across the street.  Weõre proud of their taking action to ensure The Hub remains a safe place for them 

and their friends. And we want to publicly thank the Good Cheer Food Bank for providing extra food to nourish our teens.  

 

We also welcome new board member, Bruce Blakeslee , and thank all our board of directors, Dave and Karen Anderson , and 

Langley United Methodist Church  for another successful Annual Salmon Dinner. It was our most profitable Salmon Dinner in ten 

years!  Thank you for your support!  

 

Duane Gimbel 

SWYCõs Executive Director Wins Awards! 
 

Weõre pleased to report that at the annual State-sponsored Community Mobilization Against Drug Abuse and Violence meeting 

in Leavenworth, our executive director, Duane Gimbel, was honored with the òSerendipitous Giraffe Award.ó The Giraffe award 

recognizes Duaneõs success in spreading his vision for more positive and imaginative approaches to preventing drug and alcohol 

abuse and violence involving youth in our communities.  
 

Duane also recently received the òYou Make a Difference Awardó presented jointly by the Clinton Chamber of Commerce and 

the South Whidbey School District. The award thanks Duane for òhis time, effort and many contributions in supporting the 

community of South Whidbey.ó On the award certificate it states: òSome people dream of worthy accomplishments while others 

stay awake and do them.ó Duane is definitely wide awake and making a difference! 

SWYC Will Have a Clue for Mystery Weekend!  
 

Those who claim we donõt have a clue will be pleased to hear that during Mystery Weekend we will be giving one out in our after -

school drop -in center, The Hub. This yearõs Mystery Weekend is Saturday & Sunday, February 21st & 22nd. During the entire 

weekend volunteers and SWYC board members will be selling home -made chili, cornbread, and hot drinks (cocoa and coffee). All 

proceeds will benefit SWYC. So, please stop by for chili and a clue! The Hub is in the basement of the Langley United Methodi st 

Church, at 3rd and Anthes Ave.  

Community Networking & Education Forum Scheduled for March  
 

All Island County Youth Stakeholders are invited to the FREE quarterly Community Networking and Education Forum, Wednes-

day, March 25th, 11:00 AM ñ1:00 PM, to be held in Langley United Methodist Churchõs Fellowship Hall, 301 Anthes Ave. Fea-

tured speakers are Patti Carroll, Executive Director, and Christina Urtasun, Foster Parent Liaison, for the Island County Sta n-

wood Community Network. Their topic is óServices and Supports of Island County Youth in Foster Care.ó  


